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Context
Section 10-2-42(a) of the Subdivision Ordinance provides: “Block lengths shall be in
accord with the standards set forth in the Design and Construction Standards Manual.” As
of September 1, 2026, the City is enforcing the requirement in Design and Construction
Standards Manual (DCSM) Section 3.6.1.5, and this document is a brief overview of the
application of this requirement.
The applicable standard, DCSM 3.6.1.5, provides: “Blocks: Streets shall be laid outin a
system of interconnected blocks, in a generally rectilinear grid pattern. Block lengths and
depths shall not exceed six hundred (600) feet, or be less than two hundred fifty (250) feet,
unless a variance is granted.”
Note: On August 25, 2026, City Council adopted amendments to the subdivision
ordinance. What was previously referred to as subdivision ordinance variances are now
called variations or exceptions.

Application of Requirement
Internal Blocks. Blocks formed by the subdivider’s own new public streets must be at
least 250 feet and no more than 600 feet in length and depth, and the streets must be
arranged in an interconnected, generally rectilinear pattern. Stub-outs to adjacent parcels
shall be constructed so that streets are extended in the future.

Existing Public Street Frontage. Many blocks in the City exceed 600 feet. Three rules
apply:
1. Thereis no obligation to break up an existing block face that exceeds 600 feet. A

property fronting on an over-length block has no duty to create new public streets that
bring the existing block face into conformity.

2. Where an existing block face exceeds 600 feet, a new public street breaking that face
into blocks consistent with this standard will be considered; however, the minimum
and maximum block length does not grant a right to create an intersection. Proposed
intersections remain subject to all other requirements, including the applicable access
management standards in DCSM 3.1.8. In practice, this means that some existing
block faces cannot be broken by a new intersection and must remain in excess of 600
feet.



3. Where an applicant proposes a new public street intersecting the existing frontage, the
resulting block faces along the existing frontage must be at least 250 feet from the
existing intersection at each end of the block face, unless a subdivision ordinance
variation or exception is approved.

Variations or Exceptions. Individual subdivision ordinance or DCSM variation or exception
requests will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis in accordance with Section 10-2-2 of
the City Code. Should a subdivider/developer seek a variation or exception, itis highly
encouraged that they demonstrate all options have been considered to meet the DCSM
standards. In instances where variations or exceptions might be granted, a sidewalk or
shared use path connection should be evaluated as an alternative option to providing the
street connection. With regard to required street stubs to neighboring properties, existing
building(s) or development in the path of the extended street may be, but should not be
presumed to be, a reason for granting a variation or exception to the requirement.



