cityoF HARRISONBURG

PUBLIC
WORKS

320 EAST MOSBY ROAD, HARRISONBURG, VA 22801
OFFICE (540) 434-5928 « FAX (540) 434-2695

For Immediate Release — August 28, 2024

Contact: Brittany Clem-Hott, Outreach & Communications Specialist
540-434-5928 x2215
brittany.clem-hott@harrisonburgva.gov

Traffic Cabinets Transformed into Public Art in Downtown Harrisonburg

HARRISONBURG, Va. — Recent visitors to The Friendly
City’s Downtown may have noticed some new lively
colors along sidewalks, as the City of Harrisonburg has
found a unique way to display local artwork while
brightening necessary traffic features at various
intersections.

Ten Harrisonburg Public Works traffic cabinets have
been transformed into pieces of art, displaying the
works of local artists in the form of vinyl wraps. Artists
were selected by a committee consisting of City staff
and representatives from the Arts Council of the Valley
and Harrisonburg Downtown Renaissance (HDR), who
reviewed applications from artists and worked to

. . ) (Above) Focus Graphics Fulfillment's contracted art installer works on a piece
ensure their art could be installed on the cabinets. of artwork at South Main Street and Bruce Street designed by Melissa Huryk.

“The installation of public art plays a key role in building community connectivity and creating a sense of place,”
Harrisonburg Deputy City Manager Amy Snider, who helped spur the project forward, said. “Through collaboration with
the Arts Council and HDR, the City was able to highlight local artists’ work, adding vibrant color to our intersections while
creating a beautiful place that our community shares and is proud of.”

Selected artists and their cabinet locations include:
e Gay Street & North Main Street — Artist Bryan Luna
e North Mason Street & Gay Street — Artist Katie Cousins
e Wolfe Street & North Main Street — Rebecca Gish
e Wolfe Street & North Mason Street — Alex Dorney
e North Main Street & Elizabeth Street — Jennifer Cottrell
e Elizabeth Street & North Mason Street — Rachel Bryan
e  Court Square and North Main Street — Rosa Cruz
e East Market Street & North Mason Street — Ver lkeseh

e South Main Street and West Water Street — Lana Lambert el
(Above) A piece of art at South Main Street and West Water

Street designed by Lana Lambert.

e South Main Street and Bruce Street — Melissa Huryk
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“We have enjoyed seeing the response so far from the public and are excited to see collaboration in the City to make this
happen for our community,” Harrisonburg Public Works Director Tom Hartman said. “Our standard traffic cabinets that
are a necessary component of signalized intersections now have multiple purposes. Typically, the cabinets enable our
traffic signals to function properly and now they showcase local artists work, highlight Harrisonburg’s natural surroundings
and culture, and make our streets stand out! We were very pleased to take part in this unique beautification and
community-building project.”

The City will be taking steps in the near future to highlight the artists behind the work through social media platforms and
City websites. The project committee also will find ways to highlight the cabinets to community members and visitors
through photo opportunities, mapping of cabinet art locations and more.

The City is planning for a second round of traffic cabinet artwork to be displayed on nine additional traffic cabinet locations
in 2028. A call for artists for this project will take place at a later date.

The City of Harrisonburg is centrally located in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. It is home to approximately 55,990 people. More
information about the City of Harrisonburg is available online at www.HarrisonburgVA.gov.

You can also follow Harrisonburg Public Works on Facebook.
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