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HFD: Working Smoke Alarms Save Family of Four 
  

HARRISONBURG, Va. – Functioning smoke alarms are credited with 
saving a family of four after a fire started in their residence.   

Members of the Harrisonburg Fire Department responded to a 
structure fire in the 1400 block of Country Club Court on Saturday 
morning at 9:05 a.m. First arriving units found smoke showing from 
the second- and third-floor windows, and crews quickly worked to 
extinguish the fire.  

The situation was marked under control at 9:45 a.m. The cause of 
the fire has been determined to be unintentional as a result of an 
unattended smoking device.  

The occupants were alerted by their smoke alarms to flames and 
thick smoke. They were able to evacuate while only suffering minor 
injuries. 

“Fire can grow and spread through a home in a matter of 
seconds,” Harrisonburg Fire Chief Matthew Tobia said. “That’s why 
the advance warning provided by smoke alarms is essential to 
saving lives.”  

Follow these fire prevention tips to ensure your home and family’s safety: 

• Have smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside each separate sleeping area, and on every level of the home, including 

the basement. 

• Make a home escape plan. Draw a map of each level of your home and two ways out of each room.  

• Practice what to do in case there is smoke. Get low and go. Get out fast. 

HFD offers free smoke alarms to all City of Harrisonburg residents. For assistance or inquiries about the free smoke alarm 
program or questions about fire safety, call HFD at 540-432-7703 or stop by any fire station.   

 

(Above) HFD crews work after a townhome fire on Country Club Court 

Saturday morning. Working smoke alarms alerted the family to danger, 

and they were able to safely evacuate in time. 



The Harrisonburg Fire Department is an ISO-Class II All-Hazards agency providing essential emergency and non-emergency life safety 
services to the public who live, work and travel in Harrisonburg.  More information about the Fire Department is available on-line at 
www.harrisonburgva.gov/fire or on Facebook©, Twitter© and Instagram©.  
 
The City of Harrisonburg is centrally located in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  It is home to 51,000 people.  More information about 
the City of Harrisonburg is online at www.HarrisonburgVA.gov.  
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