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Students recognized for fire safety artwork 
 
HARRISONBURG, Va. – Harrisonburg students put their 
creativity and uniqueness into action recently while learning 
about the importance of fire safety. 
 
The Harrisonburg Fire Department (HFD), in partnership with 
Rockingham Insurance, recently recognized the winners of 
the 12th annual Team Up for Fire Safety Art Contest. The 
program is open to all Harrisonburg City Public School 
elementary and middle school students, encouraging them to 
create artwork based on the year’s National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) Fire Prevention Week theme.  
 
The 2019 NFPA Fire Prevention Week theme was “Not every 
hero wears a cape, plan and practice your escape,” 
reminding families to have a fire escape plan for their homes. 
 
“We are deeply appreciative of the commitment these children demonstrate to their own safety and that of their 
families, through artwork,” Fire Chief Ian Bennett said. “We are also grateful to the City School District, Rockingham 
Insurance and Oasis Fine Arts for their partnership in this incredibly valuable effort.” 

HFD and Rockingham Insurance partnered this year with Oasis Fine Arts, located in Downtown Harrisonburg, for 
both judging of artwork and display of the winning pieces. Winners and their families had the opportunity to see 
their artwork displayed in the Oasis Gallery and attended a recognition banquet held at HFD Station 4 on Nov. 12. 

The Harrisonburg Fire Department is an ISO-Class II All-Hazards agency providing essential emergency and non-
emergency life safety services to the public who live, work and travel in Harrisonburg.  More information about 
the Fire Department is available on-line at www.harrisonburgva.gov/fire or on Facebook©, Twitter© and 
Instagram©.  

 
The City of Harrisonburg is centrally located in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  It is home to almost 55,000 
people.  More information about the City of Harrisonburg is online at www.HarrisonburgVA.gov.  

 

 

(Above) HFD Deputy Chief Matt Tobia talks with a student about 

her artwork. The contest teaches fire safety importance. 
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