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Harrisonburg Fire Department to Conduct Training at 
Chesapeake Parking Facility    

 
Harrisonburg, VA— The Harrisonburg Fire Department (HFD) will be conducting training at a parking 
facility owned by James Madison University located at the intersection of Chesapeake Street and Grace 
Street on May 28, 29 and 30.  The purpose of the training is to allow firefighters to practice skills needed 
to combat fires and other emergencies in this unique type of facility.  Although roadway traffic will not 
be impacted, the training may give the appearance that the structure is on fire due the use of theatrical 
smoke on the upper floors of the facility.  HFD is announcing this training to ensure public awareness 
of this event. The training will take place between the hours of 9 am and 5 pm.   
 
“We are deeply appreciative of our partnership with James Madison University and thank them for 
allowing us to use their facility,” said Fire Chief Ian Bennett.  “This type of training is crucial to ensuring 
our preparedness for all types of emergencies.”    
 
The training will focus on combating fires in multiple-story structures and will utilize fixed fire 
protection systems as well as mobile firefighting equipment to practice extinguishing techniques.   
 
The department will post pictures and videos of the training to our social media platforms. HFD 
currently has over 9,000 followers on Facebook and has set a goal to increase that number to over 
15,000 by the end of 2019.  You can like the Harrisonburg Fire Department on Facebook, follow them 
on Twitter  @HFDVA and now  Instagram @harrisonburgfd.  
 
The City of Harrisonburg is centrally located in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  It is home to almost 
55,000 people.  More information about the City of Harrisonburg is available online at 
www.HarrisonburgVA.gov.  
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